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Macroeconomic report 

In our quarterly compiled macroeconomic 

report with our guide to the evolution of the 

main macroeconomic indicators, the absolute 

performance and the relative performance 

compared to the whole economy of the health 

care in the given period are the focus.  

In addition to the domestic 

situation the description of the 

similar indicators in neighbour-

ing countries also plays a role, 

which helps to place the situa-

tion of the domestic health care 

at regional level. 
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In Hungary, healthcare providers are able to request excess capacity for more than 10 years. 

Since 2011, the National Health Insurance Fund of Hungary (NEAK) uploads the decisions of the 

committee on its official website. The latest one was published on the 17 of May, and this case 

study aims to give a brief insight into the evolution of excess capacity so far. 

In accordance with the 337/2008. (XII. 30.) Government Decree’s (hereinafter Decree) content, 

the Excess-capacity Admission Commitee (TBB) holds its semi-annual meetings in April and 

September, however, if necessary, it can also take place at a different time (an extraordinary 

meeting was also held in this January). Furthermore, it is possible to accept excess capacity in 

advance, provided that it is for a public health development/programme, a tender supported by 

the European Union or other financial funds, or a regional development, and the amount finan-

ced for these does not exceed the financial resource limit stated by the Decree. 

The above-mentioned executive Decree restricts what exactly a given health service provider 

can submit its excess capacity application for. Furthermore, the list of documents and 

certificates to be submitted with the application is also clearly set out. 

Subject of request - opportunities (considered as excess capacity) 

 Capacity expansion 

 Financed care with a higher multiplier 

 New form of care, involvment of a new profession 

 Purchase or exchange of a device 

 Single-use equipment, medicines, major interventions subject to itemised accounting 

 Newborn screening 

 Emergency care form 

 Transfer of chronic inpatient specialist care to another form of care  

The TBB has 8 voting members (Fig.1.), and a quorum requires the presence of at least 5 mem-

bers. Decisions are taken by majority of votes (after all documents to be discussed has been 

made available at least 10 days prior to the meeting In case of a tie, the vote of the chairman 

appointed by the Director of NEAK shall have a casting vote. 

Figure 1: Designation of TBB members, route of entry 

 

For applicants, it is important to note that the TBB will only consider their application if it is 

received by the last day of the second month preceding the due date of their upcoming 

meeting. In the course of their work, they give preference to applications for objective 

benefit needs in their proposals for applications to be put forward. During the decision-

making process, among others, they take the excess capacity of the health care provider 

previously accommodated and committed at the time of the application, data on the 

population per unit of capacity, data on the capacity utilisation of the specialties covered 

by the application, the existence of capacity needs-based planning and the expected 

amount of funding into account.    
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 Figure 4: Distribution of the funding amount by subject based on 

the announcement of May 17th, 2022 (HUF, %) 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Distribution of the amount of funding by institution 

(HUF, %) and by object within the institution (%), based on the 17 

May 2022 announcement 

To ensure transparency, it would be important to publish the 

outcome of the assessment of the applications received and the 

reasons for it, both negative and positive, on a year-by-year 

basis. The initial steps of this are available for 2015-2019, but a 

more detailed set of assessment criteria would be desirable. 

This study is intended to present the basic context, for a deeper 

and more extensive analysis, please contact our colleagues. 
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Healthware analysis based on NEAK data 

Preference is given to providers with a national/regional coverage area, providing 

health care with a higher progressivity or a more cost-effective solution than 

previously funded services, or providing a service better adapted to the population 

health indicators of the area served. (The above criteria are not complete.) 

It is important to note that the application can only be submitted by the maintainer 

of the healthcare provider or, in case of a healthcare provider of a higher educati-

on institution, by the head of the higher education institution. 

During the admission procedure, the application and related decisions are made 

with the involvement of several organisations before a contract is concluded 

between NEAK and the health care provider (NEAK, Minister of Health, Minister of 

Finances, National Chief Medical Officer). Figure 2 gives an overview of the pro-

cess. 

The absolute resource requirements of specialised care over the past 5 years are 

presented at fig. 4. Figure shows that while in 2018 the active inpatient specialised 

care dominated the share of funding decided by requests for excess capacity 

admissions, the outpatient specialised care dominated the share in the subsequent 

years (Figure 3). 

Figure 3 Resource requirements for specialised care admitted in the period 2018-

2022 (by specialised care, total)   

Existing data also allows to examine the annual resource requirements within the 

requesting institutions and the distribution of the object within the specialised 

care. Figures 4 and 5 illustrate this by processing the results of the last session. 

Figure 2: The process of the excess 

capacity acceptance procedure  

Source: 

2006. évi CXXXII. Act, Development of the Health Care System https://net.jogtar.hu/jogszabaly?docid=a0600132.tv  (Date of dow nload: 

07.06.2022.) 

337/2008 (XII. 30.) Government Decree on the Implementation of  2006. CXXXII. Act,  on the Development of the Health Care System , https://

net.jogtar.hu/jogszabaly?docid=a0800337.kor, (Date of download: 30.05.2022.) 

NEAK’s official website, Process of excess capacity, http://www.neak.gov.hu/felso_menu/szakmai_oldalak/gyogyito_megeleozo_ellatas/

tobbletkapacitas_befogadas, (Letöltés dátuma: 31.05.2022.)  
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